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Culture

Our pledge at the time of independence.
Let us see what India Chronic Poverty Report made by Indian Institute of Public Administration, New Delhi, 2011 says.
“Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President of the Constituent Assembly, remembered the services and sacrifices of all the men and women, known and unknown, who had faced bullets, death, prison, exile, humiliation and lost wealth, property and time with family and friends in the achievement of Independence. To embark on the task ahead, he asked for ‘unstinted service and cooperation’ from the people, noting that ‘we shall to do our best to deserve it.’2 The famous Tryst with Destiny speech by India’s first Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, recognised that freedom and power bring responsibility and that it would be necessary to strive to fulfil the pledges made.
Further, he saw that working in the service of India meant working in the service of the millions who were suffering, and required a fight to end poverty, ignorance, disease and inequality of opportunity. The purpose was to bring freedom and opportunity to the ‘common man,’ peasants and workers of India and to build a prosperous, democratic and progressive nation, including social, economic and political institutions to ensure justice for every man and woman. All were equal as the children of India, with equal rights, privileges and obligations. 
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, India’s first Vice President, also noted that a free India would be judged by the way it served the interests of the common people in terms of food, clothing, shelter and social services. He also saw eradicating corruption as critical to achieving efficiency in administration, as well as in production and distribution.
In his address on Independence Day, 15 August 1947, Dr. Rajendra Prasad asked that Indians resolve to create the conditions to enable all individuals to develop and rise to their fullest stature, such that poverty, squalor, ignorance and ill-health would vanish and the distinction between high and low and between rich and poor would disappear. He additionally hoped that religion would be practised freely and would not divide and separate, that untouchability would be forgotten, that ‘exploitation of man by man’ would cease, that those who were ‘backward’ would catch up with others and that there would be no hunger.”

Where we stand now according to the said report.
“What is India’s performance on poverty? Although systematic efforts have been made to alleviate poverty over the past six decades, and poverty incidence declined from about 55% in 1973-74 to 27.5 % in 2004-05, the number of the poor has remained more or less same, owing to population growth, persistence of poverty and poverty dynamics. As the Eleventh Plan notes, poverty remains high and the rate of decline has not accelerated along with growth in GDP: ‘because the population has also grown, the absolute number of poor people has declined only marginally, from 320 million in 1993-94 to 302 million in 2004-05’ (Planning Commission, 2008).”
Today we live in a society where Sarada, Narad, Pincon and innumerable such issues become the headline news in our daily newspapers.
Today we live in a society where the central government insists repeatedly through repeated advertisements through television etc. to our fellow villagers to use toilet to keep the surroundings clean.
Today rape and murder have been the order of the day. A vast majority of the people live in abject poverty. The government is trying to give hundred days of work to the labourer in a year. So what about for the other two hundred and sixty five days? 
Today the culture of our society has declined to such an extent that no real progress could take place in such enormous disorder. Unless we have a culture of respect and cooperation among all the sections of the people nothing could be done.
What needs to be done?
We need to bring about a Culture. This appears to be the need of the hour today.
So what is culture? It could be compared with the container, so to say, the cooking pan that cooks different ingredients upon the burner. If this container is perforated, could cooking be done? 
It is the same thing in the society. The culture of a society acts as the container where politics, economics, all social activities and science & technology are cooked.  If this society does not have or lacks the adequate culture how cooking of all these things be done? 
In order to initiate progress or development in a society in every sphere of life, the first precondition is to create culture which would facilitate the cooking of all these activities. Culture creates a ‘system or discipline’ which in turn builds a nation. The burning example of this is the first world countries.
Every person should regard every other person as his fellow citizen with dignity and respect irrespective of caste, creed and religion. If we could not achieve it we can never progress as desired. If we could achieve it, the exploitation of man by man would cease to exist. The criminalization of politics and rampant corruption in all spheres of life would come to an end.
We all know well how men like Raja Rammohan Roy and  Vidyasagar devoted their lives fighting against the evils and superstition of the society in order to bring about a culture which paves the way for education and progress. 
The immediate task of the society today is to curb corruption, religious discrimination, bad behaviour etc. in order to create a foundation where all creative activities in all spheres of life could grow and flourish. Let hundreds of flowers bloom.
Proposal
It is proposed that a social welfare organization be formed by forming a Trustee. 
(1) Who would try to create ‘Character and Culture’ in the society through various cultural programmes, such as, drama, films, documentaries of great men and explaining in a very simple and easy manner the relevant poems and literature of the great men.

(2) Reciting and explaining poems, songs and short stories of the writers that are relevant to this cause.


(3) Organizing discussions and debates on topical relevant issues by inviting the stakeholders.

(4) Initiate to write essays and short stories at all levels right from the children’s in Schools, Colleges, and Universities and from the general public on relevant topics in the competition.
In short we need to bring about a culture of cooperation and respect among all men.
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